MOUNTAIN EVERLASTING, CAT'S EAR,

dloica (L.) Gaertn.

329. Mountain Everlasting, Cat's Ear, Antennaria dloica (L.)
Gaertn. (X f); densely tufted perennial; stems up to 9 in. high;
leaves crowded, spathulate to narrowly oblanceolate, glabrous

above, densely covered
below with white woolly
hairs; flowering-stems
densely woolly with
scattered linear leaves,
bearing a cluster of
shortly stalked heads at
the top; flower-heads
dioecious (unisexual and
on different plants); male
bracts (A, X H) shorter
and broader than the
female (F, X H), all
white and glabrous
except the woolly base;
male flowers (B, X 4) with
short infertile ovaries and
pappus hairs swollen
towards the top and densely papillous (C, X 6) ; anthers with
barren tips and tailed at the base (D, X 15); style undivided (E,
X 8); female flowers (G, X 4) with longer ovaries and longer
nearly smooth pappus, and a very slender (almost thread-like)
corolla, no str.mens, and a slender divided style (family Com-
positae).

The flower-heads are of one sex, the males on one plant, the
females on another; the heads of the two sexes look rather
different, because the bracts of the male are much shorter than
those of the female, which are white or rose-coloured, and the
pappus of the two sexes is quite distinct.

The filaments of the male flowers are irritable, and curve when
touched. In this way the anther-cylinder is retracted, so that
pollen protrudes from its upper end and is exposed to insect
visitors.
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